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Walk Away Renee 
Words & Music by Michael Brown, Bob Calilli, and Tony Sansone © Left Banke 1966 all rights reserved 
Sing along with Vonda Shepard @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1N416Er-AFM 

Intro  A  E  F#m  D  C#m/G#  D  Dm  A   (the last two lines of the chorus) 

A                 E                Em                      Bm 
And when I see the sign, that points one way, 

Dm              A                     D         B7 
The lot we used to pass by, every day. 

CHORUS 1 

A     E        F#m 
Just walk away, Renée. 

       D                               A             E 
You won't see me follow you back home. 

A     E         F#m                      D                        C#m/G# 
The empty sidewalks on my block are not the same, 

D        Dm      A 
You're not to blame. 

A                    E                       Em                     Bm 
From deep inside the tears that, I’m forced to cry, 

Dm                 A                        D                B7 
From deep inside the pain that, I chose to hide. 

CHORUS 2 

A    E          F#m 
Just walk away, Renee. 

        D                               A            E 
You won't see me follow you back home. 

A       E        F#m                        D                    C#m/G# 
Now, as the rain beats down upon my weary eyes, 

D    Dm      A 
For me, it cries. 

  

BREAK 

CHORUS 2 

A                       E                    Em                Bm 
Your name and mine inside a heart upon a wall, 

Dm               A                        D                           B7 
Still finds a way to haunt me, though they're so small. 

CHORUS 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1N416Er-AFM
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History 
"Walk Away Renée" was written by teenagers Michael Brown, Bob Calilli, and Tony Sansone for their 
band Left Banke, recorded in a studio session, and then released as 
a single in July 1966.  Steve Martin Caro delivers the lead vocal.  It 
spent 13 weeks on the US charts, with a top spot of number 5.  
Rolling Stone placed "Walk Away Renée" at number 220 in the 500 
Greatest Songs of All Time.  Despite writing this tour de force on 
unrequited love that tugged at heart strings of folk around the 
planet, the original band never toured nor played a single live gig. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_QVUfZv92U 

The song features a flute solo played during the instrumental bridge.  
Brown got the idea from the Mamas & the Papas song "California Dreamin'" which had been recorded 
in November, 1965, but wasn't a hit in heavy rotation until early 1966.  The arrangement also includes a 
lush string orchestration, a jangling harpsichord part, and a descending chromatic bass melody.  

Its production was credited to World United Productions, Inc., but the session was produced by 
Brown's father, jazz and classical violinist, and session musician Harry Lookofsky, who also led the 
string players. 

Other notable covers of “Walk Away Renée” 
The Four Tops’ recording of the song was featured on their 1967 album Reach Out and is the second 

most successful cover version of the song, having reached #15 on the 
soul singles chart, #14 on the Billboard Hot 100 , and charting higher 
than The Left Banke in Canada at #2 on the RPM Magazine charts. 
Overseas, it peaked at #3 on the UK Singles Chart and number 5 in the 
Irish Singles Chart in January 1968.  The Andantes provided backing 
vocals on this Motown release in unison with the other Tops. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4VLoY1t6tM 

Vonda Shepard, performed a lush recording for the television show Ally McBeal 
available on her album Songs from Ally McBeal (1998).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1N416Er-AFM 

"Walk Away Renée" was released by Australian singer 
songwriter Rick Price as the fifth single from his debut studio album 
Heaven Knows in May 1993.  The song peaked at No. 21 in 
Australia.  His video interpretation of the song, though poorly 
produced is particularly haunting.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=OS3WRpOpHhY  

Notes and photos from Wikipedia, with the exception of the Vonda Shepard photo

Photo from her album Solo 
Vonda Shepard © 2011 
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