
All My Trials Lord 
C       D D E F     G     A     Bb 
C                                         Gm7 
Hush little baby, don't you cry, 
G     C        G      G G     G    G     G   A-F 
       C                         Em7                F  Dm 
You know your daddy was born to die. 
E         F        E     D   D       D      E   C C 
Cwalkdown  Dsus2  Dm              G6         Cadd2  C 
All          my    trials Lord, soon be over. 

C                                                               Gm7 
If religion were a thing that money could buy, 
       C                     Em7                             F  Dm 
The rich would live and the poor would die. 
Cwalkdown  Dsus2  Dm               G6        Cadd2  C 
All         my     trials Lord, soon be over. 

CHORUS 
C     C     B    C   C  
Csus4             C             Em7 
Too late, my brothers; 
G     G     G   G       A-F 
Em7                         F  Dm 
Too late, but never mind. 
E         F        E     D   D       D      E   C C 
Cwalkdown  Dsus2  Dm              G6         Cadd2  C 
All          my    trials Lord, soon be over. 

C                                                           Gm7 
I've got a little book that was given to me, 
        C              Em7             F  Dm 
And every page spells liberty. 
Cwalkdown  Dsus2  Dm              G6        Cadd2  C 
All          my    trials Lord, soon be over. 

CHORUS 

C                                 Gm7 
There is a tree in Paradise. 
       C                    Em7               F  Dm 
The pilgrims call it the Tree of Life. 
Cwalkdown  Dsus2  Dm              G6        Cadd2  C 
All          my    trials Lord, soon be over. 

CHORUS  

!  1

Red notes are the 
lead.

Traditional

Cwalkdown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Scripture and History 
All My Trials is a folk song based on a lullaby from the Bahamas that tells the story of a mother on 
her death bed, comforting her children, "Hush little baby, don't you cry. / You know your mama's 
bound to die," because, as she explains, "All my trials, Lord, / Soon be over."   

The song is most often classified as a Spiritual because of its biblical imagery.  There are 
references to the "Lord," "a little book" with a message of "liberty," "brothers," "religion," 
"paradise," "pilgrims" and the "tree of life" all awaiting this Mom after her hardships; the “trials" 
of our earthly existence are over.   
Crossing the river Jordan paints a picture of the Christian experience of death which "...chills the 
body but not the soul."   
John Bunyan in his classic, The Pilgrim’s Progress spoke of this crossing.  The song’s lyrics echo 
Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 10:28, to "...fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul.” 
The message — that no matter how bleak the situation seems, struggles will "soon be over" — 
propelled the song to the status of an anthem, recorded by many of the leading artists during the 
social protest movements and folk revival era of the 50s and 60s. 

Wikipedia and Rick Larson asyougosongs.com 
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Mothers singing & no doubt 
praying for their children 

Source: http://
ripassofacile.blogspot.com 

Theotokos Galaktotrophousa 
(Greek, 17th century - Mother 

of God, “Milk-Giving”)

The Funeral of Atala, 1808, Louvre 
by Anne-Louis Girodet de Roussy
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