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Taggin’ Along with Jesus 
Lyrics and music by George Jones and Burl Stephen © 1959 all rights reserved  

CHORUS 
G7             C                                          C7 
Well I'm a-gonna tag along with Jesus.   
       F                                  C   
I’m gonna keep a-tagging along.   
      C  
If I keep-a telling the story;   
          D7                     G7 
Ain't nothing ever go wrong.   
C                                                C7 
When the Saints goes marching in,   
F                            C   
Do not tell me I'm wrong.   
C   
By the help and the grace of God,   
C       G7                                C 
I'm a-gonna keep a-tagging along.   

C   
Well I may not be able to preach,   
          F                            C   
And I may not be able to sing.   
C   
I may not be able to do very much,   
D7                        G7 
For my Lord and King.   
           C                                C7 
But of this one thing I'm persuaded,   
      F                          C   
Oh do not tell me I'm wrong.   
C   
For by the help and the grace of God,   
C   G7                                 C 
I'm gonna keep a-tagging along.   

CHORUS 

Although the path grows rugged;   
And although the path grows steep.   
I keep a-trusting in my Savior;   
Who is so mighty as He.   
If by the help and the grace of God,   
I'll sing a victory song.   
Yes by the help and the grace of God;   
I'm a-gonna keep a-tagging along.   

CHORUS 

Well when I reach my home in Heaven;   
The sweet land up above.   
I'm gonna sing redemption’s story;   
I'm gonna praise Him for His love.   
When the Saints go marching in there;  
Do not tell me I'm wrong.   
By the help and the grace of God,   
I'm a-gonna keep a-tagging along.   

CHORUS 
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Scripture and History 
Mark 5:21-24  And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great 
crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea.  Then came one of the rulers of the 
synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet, and implored him 
earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death.  Come and lay your hands 
on her, so that she may be made well and live.”  And he went with him.  And a great 
crowd followed him and thronged about him. 

John 1:35-39  The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he 
looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  Jesus turned and saw them following and 
said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?”  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 
came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about 
the tenth hour. 

Country Church Time is the country / gospel music studio album released by George 
Jones on January 20, 1959.  It was his sixth studio album release.  The LP includes 

multiple early gospel recordings by Jones on Starday. 

The album was Jones' debut album as a Mercury artist and 
recorded from 1956-1958, listing Jones' first gospel recordings.  
The album, however, wasn't received well, and did not chart, 
due in large part to the lackluster sound of Starday and 
Mercury Records during the 50's.  

Jones's love of gospel music actually predated his exposure to 
country music, which he would not hear until his family 
acquired their first radio.  Jones's fondness for gospel music is 

well documented.  In the 1989 documentary Same Ole Me, Jones recalls that he learned 
how to play the guitar at the church where his mother Clara, a devout woman, played 
piano.  The church was run by Brother Burl Stephen and Sister Annie, who George 
remembered "taught me my first chords on the guitar, like C, G, and D and things like 
that, and I started hangin' out over there more often.  She'd get her guitar and we'd pick 
and sing together.  We used to do all the really old gospel songs." 

Jones wrote several of the songs with Burl Stephens, composing melodies to Stephen's 
poems including "Boat of Life" and "Taggin' Along". 
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