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Genesis 2:15  The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to work it and keep it.   

The Hebrew word translated as keep is shamar, to keep 
watch and ward (a legal guardianship), protect, observe, 
save life.  

Isaiah 24:5  The earth lies defiled under its inhabitants; for they have 
transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting 
covenant. 
Scripture states that man is to be a steward of his inheritance, the 
earth.  Merriam-Webster defines stewardship as the activity or job of 
protecting and being responsible for something.
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Tellus  (a Latin word for the planet Earth)  
Words & Music by Rick Larson & Steve Blechschmidt   

E5            A7sus2                       E5     A7sus2   
Oh Tellus, honey I grieve for you.   
A7sus2                                                                E5   
Tore you up, poured you out, neglected and abused.   
B5                          A7sus2 
I haven’t kept you safe,   
A7sus2       E5                   B5   [second time end with Em7] 
Tellus, I grieve for you.    

Em                             Am7                                    Em   
Your glory unheeded, awe and wonder thrust aside.   
     Am                                                                   Em   
Debased and divided you, to the highest bidder sold.   
        Bm7                                                  Am7   
The quick and easy road to wealth and power,   
Am7                                    Em     Bm7   
Lead to devastation and debris.   

Em                                          C                                            Em   
You once brought inspiration, my heart swelled to look at you.   
         C                                                               Em   
Your beauty foreshadowed greater glory set to dawn.   
             A6sus2sus4                     C   
The protector deserted his post,   
C                        Em                       A6sus2sus4   
Tellus, now I’m shamed and blue. 

E5                                   A7sus2                           E5  
No longer caring for me, you’ve cooled to my touch,   
         A7sus2                                                                         E5  
Your heat drives me away; stormy heart spews rack and ruin.   
            B5                                                       A7sus2  
We’re stumbling toward destruction arm in arm,   
A7sus2                          E5     B5  
Hell is boiling out of you!   
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Lead:   

Same as 1

Lead: 
E5 bending major entire power 
chord   

A7sus2 bending entire power chord

Lead: 
Em use Em pentatonic 
Am7 use Am pentatonic 
Bm7 use Bm pentatonic

Lead: 
E5 play C# & G & Gm scale 
A7sus2 use E major scale 
B5  use B & D notes 
A7sus2 use D major scale – 2nd
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Em                            Am7                                  Em     
The artist of forever set you gleaming in the void.   
                    Am                                                               Em      
Looked me right in the eye then, said you take care of earth.   
            Bm7                                         Am7  
Will I open my eyes and change my ways?   
Am7                  Em                 Bm7  
Tellus, and do right by you.    

Scripture and Christ as the Scapegoat 
Genesis 2:15  The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it.  To keep is ָׁשַמר in ancient Hebrew, transliterated as Shamar which means to 
keep, guard, preserve, protect.   

“One environmentalist slogan is that, ‘Christianity is part of the problem, actually 
encouraging the rape of the earth.’ 

The intellectual roots of this attitude turned out 
to be surprisingly shallow, and actually rested 
upon one single work, which seemed to have 
achieved cult status within the environmental 
movement.   

In 1967, a historian at the University of 
California published a short article that would 
shape the attitudes of a generation.  In “The 
Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis,” 
Lynn White seemed to lay the blame for the 
emerging ecological crisis firmly and squarely 
on Christianity.  The sound bite that his many 
readers took away with them?  ‘We shall 
continue to have a worsening ecological crisis 
until we reject the Christian axiom that nature 
has no reason for existence save to serve 
man.’” 

from “The Reenchantment of Nature” by 
Alister McGrath
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Back to $

Lead: 

Same as 2
5

Lynn White, was 
professor of 

medieval history at 
Princeton from 1933 

to 1937, and at 
Stanford from 1937 
to 1943.  He was 
president of Mills 
College, Oakland, 
from 1943 to 1958 
and a professor at 

University of 
California, Los 

Angeles from 1958 
until his death in 

March,1987. 

Wikipedia

Alister McGrath, Northern Irish 
theologian, priest, intellectual 

historian, scientist, and Christian 
apologist.  He currently holds the 
Andreas Idreos Professorship in 

Science and Religion in the Faculty 
of Theology and Religion at the 

University of Oxford, and is 
Professor of Divinity at Gresham 

College.  He was previously 
Professor of Theology, Ministry, and 

Education at King’s College 
London and Head of the Centre for 

Theology, Religion and 
Culture, Professor of Historical 
Theology at the University of 
Oxford, and was principal of 

Wycliffe, until 2005.  He is an 
Anglican priest. 

Wikipedia


