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I’ll Fly Away 
Words & Music by Albert E. Brumley in 1929 © all rights reserved 

D                                                          G           D 
Some glad morning when this life is o'er, I'll fly away;  
D                                                                                  A     D 
To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away.  

CHORUS  
D                                 G          D 
I'll fly away, Oh Glory, I'll fly away; (in the morning)  
D                                                                               A      D                   A         D 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.     [Tag:  I'll fly away.]  

D                                                             G         D 
When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away;  
D                                                                                       A      D 
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away;  

CHORUS  

D                                                       G         D 
Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away;  
D                                                                                  A      D 
To a land where joy shall never end, I'll fly away;  

CHORUS  

Scripture and History 
1st Thessalonians 4:17 - Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 
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"I'll Fly Away," written by Albert E. Brumley in 1929, is a hymn most associated with 
American Baptists and the Church of Christ.  It is an optimistic song about an earthly 
death that leads to everlasting life in glory with Christ. 
It is called the most recorded gospel music song, beginning with a recording by James 
and Martha Carson, the "Barn Dance Sweethearts" of WSB Atlanta, in 1946, followed 
two years later by the Chuck Wagon Gang in 1948, 
Albert E. Brumley has been described 
as the "pre-eminent gospel songwriter" 
of the 20th century with over 600 
published songs.  Other titles of his 
include "Jesus, Hold My Hand", "Turn 
Your Radio On", "I'll Meet You in the 
Morning", and "This World Is Not My 
Home".  According to interviews, 
Brumley came up with the idea for the 
song while picking cotton on his father's 
farm in Rock Island, Oklahoma.  
 Brumley says that as he worked he was 
"humming the old ballad that went like 
this: 'If I had the wings of an angel, over 
these prison walls I would fly,' and 
suddenly it dawned on me that I could 
use this plot for a gospel-type song.” 
 The song Brumley described appears to be 
"The Prisoner's Song".  It was an additional 
three years later until Brumley worked out the rest of the song, paraphrasing one line 
from the secular ballad to read, "Like a bird from prison bars has 
flown" using prison as an analogy for earthly life.  Brumley has 
stated, "When I wrote it, I had no idea that it would become so 
universally popular." 
Wikipedia 
Albert is also remembered as a prolific composer of "shape note" 
gospel songs (estimates range from 600 to 800), some of which 
are still available in religious songbooks today, including "I'll Fly 
Away.” 
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